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Box of
tricks
Oklahoma-based entertainment
company continues to grow
BY JERRY SHOTTENKIRK
THE JOURNAL RECORD

OKLAHOMA CITY – David Box was working when his buddies were partying.
And he was probably having as much fun
as they were.
Box owns Box Talent and has several real
estate holdings, including The Greens
Country Club.
Box’s devotion to the entertainment business has paid off, and he boasts the city’s
largest talent and promotion agency, if not
the largest in the Midwest. Box Talent has
offices in Oklahoma City, Norman and Tulsa.
While a student at the University of
Oklahoma, Box planned a New Year’s Eve
party, which drew about 1,000 students and
made him $5,000. It was the beginning of
something special for Box, who came to OU
as a tennis star from Tahlequah. The political
science major was a walk-on in the tennis
program and eventually became captain.
After graduating in 1986, Box devoted all
of his time to entertainment.
“I started with nothing, not $1,” he said during an interview at his Waterford Complex
office. “I really had no idea and no business
plan. I’m 42 years old and have been in this for
20 years; I’ve booked a lot of bands.”
Today, his businesses gross about $15 million per year.
Box books thousands of events annually
and as many as 100 bands on a given Saturday.
Kym Johnston, Box’s vice president of
operations, has been with the company for six
years and said she sees every day how Box has
become successful.
“He’s high-paced and high-energy,” said
Johnston, who works in the Norman office.
“Working (for Box) is definitely an adventure
and is never boring. David is a mentor to us
all, whether you’re an intern or have been
with the company for 10 years.”
Box developed Campus Corner in Norman,
which is a haven for bands. He’s owned the
buildings and has booked the bands. Others
own the bars and restaurants, he said.
His job has led him to some interesting folks.
“I started managing bands; clubs hired me
to book bands and I went further into management,” he said. “I managed the Dixie
Chicks for a year and others like the Nixons
and Wakeland. I put Wakeland on my Top
Spin record label and they were later signed
by Warner Bros. They had songs on some of
the Aaron Spelling television shows.”
Box said he’s worked recently with Willie
Nelson, Jessica Simpson, Roy Clark and
Violent Femmes, among others.
He’s said there’s rarely a dull moment and
that it’s always been that way. His work is not
only in nightclubs, but he has also booked
corporate events, wedding receptions, bands,
comedians and even circus acts.
“It’s been a challenge, but it’s been fun,” he
said. “You can’t work in the entertainment
industry and not have some fun.”
Most of his work is memorable.
“I think the coolest was hanging with Jane
Wiedlin – I was 23 years old and hanging out
with the Go-Gos,” he said. “I’ve played
Frisbee golf with Jerry Cantrell of Alice in
Chains, drank wine with Jessica Simpson and
hung out on Willie Nelson’s tour bus.”
Box knew as a prep student in Tahlequah
that he had a nose for entertainment.
“At Tahlequah High School I had a pickup truck that had a high-end Bose stereo,” he
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said. “At lunch I’d crank up Def Leppard (or
other music of the day) and everyone would
hang out by my truck. Growing up I was the
kid in the music store. I was the kid with the
new record.”
Box has experienced some bad moments
along with good, although the latter definitely outnumbers the former, he said.
“The Lemonheads played at Bricktown
Amphitheater, which was a field, and 1,200
people were there,” he said. “I looked up
and saw that an electrical pole caught on
fire. I ran down the street, called OG&E,
which shut down the power. Tickets were
sold in advance and people wanted their
money back right then. It was unbelievable.
I wrote a lot of IOUs.”
Prior to being one of the top bands of the
early 1990s, the Goo Goo Dolls played for
Box in Norman.
“They blew up my PA system when they
were playing for $300 a night,” he said.
Last Dec. 23, Box entered another side of
business when he joined John West, Mike
Dillard, Roddy Bates, Tommy English and
Kevin Hill in purchasing The Greens for
$3.8 million. The tennis complex was the
lure for Box.
“I’ve played 16 holes of golf in my life and
I own an 18-hole golf course,” he said. “I
spend an hour or two out at The Greens and
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the rest I spend doing this. I have great partners who do a great job with the club, and the
club also has a great staff (of about 80).”
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Box doesn’t know what the next 20 years
will bring, but there’s a good chance entertainment will be part of it.

